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The AVK Group is committed to operating safely and 
minimising environmental impact at all times. We have set a 
number of Environmental Objectives for 2019/20 and below 
we provide an update on our current position against these 
objectives.

AVK GROUP ENVIRONMENTAL 
OBJECTIVES 
2019/20 PROGRESS.

Sam Ogden - AVK UK Group QHSE Co-ordinator - E: saog@bdvl.co.uk - T: 01246 479158

• Improve engagement levels across environmental and sustainability issues, for and with our customers.
The QHSE Co-ordinator and Commercial Manager from AVK UK have been recently working together on tender submissions for Scottish Water, Severn Trent 
Water, Thames Water and SSE, ensuring that answers on health and safety and environmental sections have been submitted to the highest quality and 
reflect AVK's high standards of compliance and continual improvement.

• Drive environmental performance improvements throughout the supply chain.
Companies who supply 80% and above of product, by value, have been requested to complete an environmental questionnaire. All returned questionnaires 
have been  reviewed and scored by the QHSE Co-ordinator. Out of 73 questionnaires that were sent to suppliers. Of the 50 returned, 13 failed to meet 
expectations. Low scoring suppliers are in the process of being contacted by the QHSE Co-ordinator to identify any potential collaborative working to 
increase supplier environmental performance. 

• Reduction across packaging on products by 50%.
A sugar cane-based shrink wrap is currently being trailed at our AGMC facility, this newly identified material is bio-based, 50-80% from renewable 
resources and is 100% recyclable.

• Becoming paperless, through the use of terminals. 
There are a number of projects ongoing to reduce paper usage for example, electronic invoicing and pay slips. Computer terminals are being introduced in 
manufacturing areas to view procedural documentation and forms. 

• Investment in more efficient equipment in order to reduce utility consumptions.
Approval for a new coating plant burning oven at AGM, Corby has been obtained. This project was postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions, with a new 
target completion date for the end of August.

• All replacement company cars must be some form of hybrid/electric.
UK government plans are currently under review to introduce a target of 2035 for ending the sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles.  With this in mind we 
believe now is the optimum time to review our strategy around the provision of company cars. We are working to update our existing company car policy, 
introducing Hybrid and Electric Cars into the mix, with a long term view to eliminate all petrol and diesel company vehicles in the next few years. 

• Reduction in electricity consumption through use of alternate renewable energy sources such as wind      
            or solar. Selection of a pilot plant site to trial this. 
AVK UK are currently in the process of obtaining quotes and evaluating suppliers, for the supply and installation of Solar Panels.
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AVK UK
RECYCLED PAPER SAVINGS
The AVK UK Group of 
companies are utilising 
recycled paper to reduce 
our carbon footprint and 
manage our companies 
more sustainably.  

We do this by utilising 
recycled paper made from 
100% waste paper for 
our internal and external 
printed documentation.

Since implementing the 
usage of recycled paper 
in May 2019 we've been 
able to reduce our carbon 
footprint at AVK UK, these 
savings can be seen below.

Savings potential ECO-Rechner

AMOUNT: 12 Box à 2.500 Sheet

CONSUMPTION FRESH -FIBRE PAPER RECYCLEDPAPER SAVINGS

Wood (in kg)

448 0,0 100 %

Water (in l)

7.813 1.332 83 %

Energy (in kWh)

1.605 449 72 %

Emission (in kg CO2)

180 84,9 53 %

Please contact us if you would like more information.

Steinbeis Papier GmbH
Stadtstrasse 20
D-25348 Glückstadt
Tel: +49 (0) 4124 - 911-556
E-Mail: anja.kroeger@stp.de
Internet: www.stp.de

About Steinbeis
Steinbeis Papier GmbH was founded in 1911 and is now market leader in Europe for graphic recycled paper made from 
100% waste paper. The company operates the most advanced paper recycling plant in all Europe, boasting highly 
efficient energy management. As early as the 1970s, the company began to consistently base its manufacture of 
recycled paper on the theory of circular economy. Steinbeis was hence a pioneer in the field of sustainable company 
management. In 2008, Steinbeis was one of the first companies to receive the German Sustainability Award. Steinbeis 
office paper is also “Blue Angel” certified – one of the most demanding and prestigious environmental and consumer 
protection labels. Steinbeis Papier GmbH employs 322 persons in Germany. The company headquarters and 
production site are located in Glückstadt near Hamburg. For more information, please see
https://www.steinbeis-papier.de.

Savings potential ECO-Rechner

AMOUNT: 40 Box à 2.500 Sheet

CONSUMPTION FRESH -FIBRE PAPER RECYCLEDPAPER SAVINGS

Wood (in kg)

1.494 0,0 100 %

Water (in l)

26.045 4.440 83 %

Energy (in kWh)

5.350 1.496 72 %

Emission (in kg CO2)

601 282 53 %

Please contact us if you would like more information.

Steinbeis Papier GmbH
Stadtstrasse 20
D-25348 Glückstadt
Tel: +49 (0) 4124 - 911-556
E-Mail: anja.kroeger@stp.de
Internet: www.stp.de

About Steinbeis
Steinbeis Papier GmbH was founded in 1911 and is now market leader in Europe for graphic recycled paper made from 
100% waste paper. The company operates the most advanced paper recycling plant in all Europe, boasting highly 
efficient energy management. As early as the 1970s, the company began to consistently base its manufacture of 
recycled paper on the theory of circular economy. Steinbeis was hence a pioneer in the field of sustainable company 
management. In 2008, Steinbeis was one of the first companies to receive the German Sustainability Award. Steinbeis 
office paper is also “Blue Angel” certified – one of the most demanding and prestigious environmental and consumer 
protection labels. Steinbeis Papier GmbH employs 322 persons in Germany. The company headquarters and 
production site are located in Glückstadt near Hamburg. For more information, please see
https://www.steinbeis-papier.de.

AVK UK Ltd, National Distribution Centre

Savings potential ECO-Rechner

AMOUNT: 11 Box à 2.500 Sheet

CONSUMPTION FRESH -FIBRE PAPER RECYCLEDPAPER SAVINGS

Wood (in kg)

411 0,0 100 %

Water (in l)

7.162 1.221 83 %

Energy (in kWh)

1.471 411 72 %

Emission (in kg CO2)

165 77,8 53 %

Please contact us if you would like more information.

Steinbeis Papier GmbH
Stadtstrasse 20
D-25348 Glückstadt
Tel: +49 (0) 4124 - 911-556
E-Mail: anja.kroeger@stp.de
Internet: www.stp.de

About Steinbeis
Steinbeis Papier GmbH was founded in 1911 and is now market leader in Europe for graphic recycled paper made from 
100% waste paper. The company operates the most advanced paper recycling plant in all Europe, boasting highly 
efficient energy management. As early as the 1970s, the company began to consistently base its manufacture of 
recycled paper on the theory of circular economy. Steinbeis was hence a pioneer in the field of sustainable company 
management. In 2008, Steinbeis was one of the first companies to receive the German Sustainability Award. Steinbeis 
office paper is also “Blue Angel” certified – one of the most demanding and prestigious environmental and consumer 
protection labels. Steinbeis Papier GmbH employs 322 persons in Germany. The company headquarters and 
production site are located in Glückstadt near Hamburg. For more information, please see
https://www.steinbeis-papier.de.

Donkin

Aqua Gas Manufacturing Ltd

Location Wood (kg)
Consumption

Water (L)
Consumption

Energy (kWh)
Consumption

Emisson (CO2 kg)
Consumption

Fresh-Fibre 

Paper

Recycled 

Paper

Fresh-Fibre 

Paper

Recycled 

Paper

Fresh-Fibre 

Paper

Recycled 

Paper

Fresh-Fibre 

Paper

Recycled 

Paper

Agua Gas 
Manufacturing 

Ltd

448 0,0 7.813 1.332 1.605 449 180 84,9

AVK UK Ltd, 
Northampton

1.681 0,0 29.301 4.995 6.019 1.684 676 318

AVK UK Ltd, 
Staveley

1.831 0,0 31.905 5.439 6.554 1.833 737 346

AVK UK Ltd, 
National 

Distribution 
Centre

1.494 0,0 26.045 4.440 5.350 1.496 601 282

AVK Syddal Ltd 411 0,0 7.162 1.221 1.471 411 165 77,8

AVK Donkin Ltd 411 0,0 7.162 1.221 1.471 411 165 77,8

Savings 100% 83% 72% 53%

Sam Ogden - AVK UK Group QHSE Co-ordinator - E: saog@bdvl.co.uk - T: 01246 479158
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Sam Ogden - AVK UK Group QHSE Co-ordinator - E: saog@bdvl.co.uk - T: 01246 479158

The AVK UK Group of companies take 
great pride in being an environmentally 
responsible supplier and partner to work 
with. As a market leader in our field, it 
is important that we can demonstrate 
not only our ability to provide quality 
products, but also that we can do this in 
a sustainable and environmentally friendly 
way. With this being said, it comes as 
no surprise that our external audit results 
reflect what we say we do.

 AVK Donkin successfully recertified to ISO 14001:2015, with no 
nonconformities raised in April 2020.

Earlier this month, AVK UK, Syddal successfully recertified to ISO 
14001:2015, with no nonconformities raised.

The Fusion Group Ltd was awarded 100% scores across all 4 management 
systems including Quality, Health and Safety, Environmental and Corporate 
Social Responsibility for their Achilles UVDB Category D audit in January 
2020. A big well done to the team at Fusion Group UK.

Glenfield Invicta was awarded 100% scores across all four management 
systems including Quality, Health and safety, Environmental and Corporate 
Social Responsibility in June 2020. A massive well done to the team at 
Glenfield Invicta.

RECERTIFIED AND 
REAFFIRMING OUR 
COMMITMENT
EXPECT SOLUTIONS, NOT ONLY PRODUCTS
EXPECT LASTING INNOVATIONS

Invicta
Glenfield

Delivering Project Solutions



6 | GREEN PAPER

Sam Ogden - AVK UK Group QHSE Co-ordinator - E: saog@bdvl.co.uk - T: 01246 479158

GLOBAL COVID-19
RESPONSE HAS 

SLASHED 
CO2 EMISSIONS

As global tourism and travel 
comes to a halt due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, pollution 
has decreased dramatically.
As the coronavirus disease is 
an immediate threat we have 
responded rapidly.
So how can we ensure this 
speed and urgency is replicated 
with the climate crisis in years 
to come?

How do you respond to a crisis? It’s obvious that 
the response to the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been dramatically different to anything provoked 
by repeated scientific warnings about climate 
change. The many organisations that declared 
climate emergencies throughout 2019 and 2020 
have so far enacted nothing like the scale and 
speed of action to limit the spread of coronavirus.

While action on COVID-19 has lowered CO2 
emissions drastically, with flights suspended, 
manufacturing plants and factories closed in 
many parts of the world, it has also shown how 
damaging a rapid response can be, compared to 
a steady and planned transition that could have 
been adopted to phase out emissions 
decades ago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The urgent question now is how to maintain 
the environmental benefits once the COVID-19 
epidemic wanes, and how to learn from one crisis 
response in the pursuit of another.

Maybe, just maybe, the pandemic will give us a 
new perspective on what a crisis is.
Society and its businesses must be pro-active, 
not reactive in their approach to climate change. 
We must start making changes now towards 
adopting an eco-friendly approach. While 
everything is up in the air, there is time to rethink 
how we move forward. 

Source: https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/
coronavirus-co2-emissions
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Sam Ogden - AVK UK Group QHSE Co-ordinator - E: saog@bdvl.co.uk - T: 01246 479158

The AVK Approach
"As the Group QHSE Co-ordinator, a lesson 
learnt from this pandemic is that changes in 
behaviour by individuals – such as working from 
home, driving less and no flying is one way to cut 
emissions, however, there is still a long way to 
go and much bigger shifts are needed to the way 
we use and produce energy in order to maintain 
the clear skies, thriving wildlife and clean air 
that we have rediscovered during lockdown. 
The challenge now is how we can maintain the 
momentum and gains.

Employees have optimised the use of technology 
that was readily available before the pandemic, 
the COVID-19 restrictions have made it 
compulsory to use. For example, the utilisation 
of Skype for business/Microsoft teams in order 
to conduct remote meetings/conference calls 
between the sites. This is happening more 
frequently in order for the organisation to 
continue operating effectively. 

The pandemic has helped us to understand 
the importance of basic hygiene, we feel this 
has improved and should help reduce germ 
transmission and infection rates, not just for 
COVID-19 but for other viruses such as flu. 

Hopefully, as we enter the winter period, these 
measures will be maintained in order to reduce 
the devastating effects that we have seen caused 
by this virus. We have seen great moments of 
team spirit amongst our employees during these 
challenging times which shouldn’t go 
unnoted. Employees have done a tremendous 
job in adapting to the new working environments 
and abiding to all additional precautions which 
have been put in place. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all our employees across the 
businesses for their continued efforts and support 
through these challenging times."

Sam Ogden  
Group QHSE Co-ordinator
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Sam Ogden - AVK UK Group QHSE Co-ordinator - E: saog@bdvl.co.uk - T: 01246 479158

DID YOU KNOW?FACTS
AND 
FIGURES

STALLED AIRLINE EMISSIONS.
Air traffic has taken a nosedive since the virus spread to Europe. Despite previous 
projections of growth, 67 million fewer passengers flew in the first three months 
of 2020 compared to the year before.

6 WAYS CORONAVIRUS 
IS CHANGING THE 
ENVIRONMENT.

IMPROVEMENTS IN AIR QUALITY.
Due to restrictions on flights and air travel, and the significant reduction of cars on the 
roads during the lockdown period, air quality has improved substantially. 

MOUNTAINS OF WASTE.

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.
Slowing economic activity also drives down emissions — if only temporarily. As 

countries order the closedown of schools, shops and factories, emissions are 
expected to fall. The last time carbon emissions fell was during the economic crisis in 

2008-2009. 

CLIMATE IS NO LONGER 
THE CRISIS.
With the virus consuming everybody’s attention, the climate issue has been crowded 
off the agenda. 

Due to the substantial increase in single use PPE that has been implemented for 
mandatory use such as face masks and gloves, and also due to other factors such 

as companies like Starbucks who are now refusing to accept reusable cups from its 
customers, waste is increasing significantly.
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Sam Ogden - AVK UK Group QHSE Co-ordinator - E: saog@bdvl.co.uk - T: 01246 479158

AVK UK CLIMATE CHANGE 
PROGRAMME.
AVK UK REMAINS 
ON TRACK WITH ITS 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
PROGRAMME AND 
OUR ABSOLUTE 
EMISSIONS HAVE 
DECREASED SINCE 
THE BASELINE YEAR.

We are pleased to report that our carbon intensity (i.e. carbon emissions relative 
to turnover) has improved, showing a significant decrease in 2019 from the 
previous year

This means that in order to ensure that we continue to demonstrate absolute 
emission reductions we need to continue to improve our carbon efficiency. To 
do so we need to create a positive culture around a clear vision, embracing 
sustainable practice in our long term business strategy and improving 
performance across the value chain.

To improve carbon efficiency is also to reduce bottom line costs and 
therefore it is in our best interest to continue with the climate change 
programme, and increase reduction schemes. The new objectives developed 
by the QHSE Co-ordinator aim to reduce carbon emissions significantly.



www.avkuk.co.uk 

Fusion Group Limited
Chesterfield 
Derbyshire 
S41 9PZ
England, UK 

Tel:  +44 (0) 1246 268666
Email: sales@fusiongroup.com
Web: www.fusiongroup.com

Glenfield Invicta 
Queens Drive 
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire
KA1 3XF
United Kingdom 

Tel:  +44 (0) 1563 521150 
Email: enquiries@glenfieldinvicta.com
Web: www.glenfieldinvicta.co.uk

AVK UK Head Office
8 Rushmills 
Northampton 
NN4 7YB 
England, UK 

Tel:  +44 (0) 1604 601188
Email: customerservice@avkuk.co.uk
Web: www.avkuk.co.uk


